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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, GW 

SUBJ: CARAMANLIS INTERVIEW IN DER SPIEGEL 

1. GREEK NEWS MEDIA DEVOTED PRIORITY ATTENTION OVER WEEKEND 
TO CARAMANLIS INTERVIEW WHICH APPEARED IN DER SPIEGEL ON EVE 
OF HIS VISIT TO BONN (MAY 15-17). HIGHLIGHTS, AS THEY APPEARED 

IN LOCAL GREEK AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRESS, INCLUDED THE 
FOLLOWING: 

2. WITH RESPECT TO NATO AND EUROPE: GREEK WITHDRAWAL FROM 
MILITARY STRUCTURE OF NATO WAS DUE TO INABILITY OF ALLIANCE 
TO PREVENT THE AGGRESSIVENESS OF A MEMBER-STATE THAT LED 
TO THE CYPRUS TRAGEDY. IF NATO IN FUTURE PROVES CAPABLE AND 
WILLING TO AVERT SUCH TRAGEDIES, THEN AND ONLY THEN CAN GREECE 
RECONSIDER ITS POSITION. 

- GREECE BELONGS AND WANTS TO BELONG TO EUROPE AND BELIEVES IN 
A UNITED ATLANTIC EUROPE WHICH COOPERATES ON THE BASIS OF 
EQUALITY WITH THE U.S. CARAMANLIS DOES NOT BELIEVE REPORTS OF 
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SPHERES OF INFLUENCE. IN VIEW OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS HE FEELS 
THE U.S. WILL BE OBLIGED TO COLLABORATE MORE CLOSELY WITH EUROPE. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. CARAMANLIS MADE THE 
POINT THAT SINCE HE ASSUMED OFFICE, "WE SPEAK WITH THE AMERICANS 
ON AN EQUAL LEVEL". UNDER THIS OBVIOUS CONDITION, THE STATUS 

OF THE U.S. BASES IN GREECE IS BEING REEXAMINED. SOME OF THEM 
WILL BE ABOLISHED WHILE OTHERS, USEFUL TO THE COUNTRY, WILL 
REMAIN UNDER GREEK SUPERVISION. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO RELATIONS WITH TURKEY: 

- ON THE AEGEAN DISPUTE, DESPITE FACT THAT IT COULD MAINTAIN 
RIGHTLY THAT NO SUCH ISSUE EXISTS, GREECE HAS TAKEN THE ISSUE 
TO THE ICJ. THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF GREECE AND TURKEY WILL 
MEET SHORTLY TO SIGN THE "JOINT UNDERTAKING" BY WHICH BOTH 
COUNTRIES UNDERTAKE RESPONSIBILITY TO ADHERE TO THE COURT'S 
DECISION. 

- IF TURKS CONTINUE TO BE PROVOCATIVE AND CAUSE INCIDENTS, THEN 
WAR CANNOT BE EXCLUDED. HOWEVER, AS REGARD TO OUR ATTITUDE, 

"WE HAVE PROVED OUR WISH TO SOLVE ALL QUESTIONS UNDER DISPUTE 
PEACEFULLY. WE DO NOT WANT WAR BUT IF IT IS IMPOSED ON US WE 
SHALL REACT ACCORDINGLY." 

5. ON DOMESTIC ISSUES: 

- ECONOMIC SITUATION IS UNDER CONTROL AND INFLATION. RECESSION. 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT CAN BE KEPT WITHIN TOLERABLE LIMITES. 

-PURGE OF STATE MACHINERY OF JUNTA ELEMENTS HAS BEEN EXTENSIVE. 
THERE ARE NO COLLABORATORS OF THE JUNTA IN IMPORTANT POSITIONS. 
ALL INVESTIGATIONS INTO ACTIVITIES OF DICTATORSHIP HAVE ALMOST 
BEEN COMPLETED AND CONSEQUENTLY ALL TRIALS WILL BEGIN IN ONE 
OR TWO MONTHS. 

- ARMY IS DISCIPLINED AND HAS BEEN RECONCILED WITH THE PEOPLE. 
-AGITATION IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS HAS RECEDED AND 
HOPEFULLY NORMAL CONDITIONS WILL BE RESTORED IN TIME FOR NEXT 
ACADEMIC YEAR, AS A RESULT OF MEASURES TAKEN BY GOG. 

-DEMOCRACY REQUIRES THREE PREREQUISITES - POLITICAL CALM, 
POLITICIANS WITH HEIGHTENED SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY AND 
CONSTITUTION ADAPTED TO SPECIAL CONDITIONS OF COUNTRY. DRAFT 
CONSTITUTION HAS BEEN DRAWN UP IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE 
OPPOSITION CAN APPROVE IT. 
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